
                                                        

Evenwood C of E Primary School  
 

Admissions Policy 

 

‘Life in all its fullness’ 

Our vision guides us in all that we hope to be, enabling every part of our community to grow and develop. This 

means growing in body, mind and spirit in order to flourish and experience the joy and hope of, ‘life in its 

fullness’ (John 10v10) 

 

The governing body of Evenwood CE Primary applies the regulations on admissions fairly and equally to all 

those who wish to attend this school. 

We intend to admit up to 17 pupils to the reception year group in September 2020. This arrangement follows 

consultation between the governing body, the Local Authority, all other schools in the area and all other 

Admission Authorities in the area. 

Applications must be made on the Local Authority Common Application Form. This form must be returned to 

the Local Authority. Applications received after the closing date will only be considered after all those 

received by the closing date. 

Children who have a statement of special educational need which names our school will be admitted to the 

school. 

If the number of applications exceed the number of places available, children will be admitted in the 

following order: 

1. Children in Local Authority Care – Children in Local Authority Care or previously in Local Authority 

Care - a 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after being 

looked after became subject to an adoption, child arrangements, or special guardianship order*. A 

looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with 

accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see the 

definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). 

 

* An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002.  A 

‘residence order’ is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the 

child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989.  Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 

defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s 

special guardian (or special guardians). 

2. Children who have been in care outside of England - Children who appear (to the admission 

authority of the school) to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care 

as a result of being adopted.* 

*A child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they were 

accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider of care whose sole 

purpose is to benefit society. 

3. Children who reside within Evenwood, Ramshaw or Evenwood Gate. 

4. A brother or sister attending Evenwood CofE Primary School when the child starts. In this 

context, ‘brother or sister’, means a child who lives as a brother or sister in the same house, 

including natural brothers and sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers and sisters and foster 

brothers and sisters. 



                                                        

 

5. Health and Special Access Reasons – medical, health, social and special access reasons will be 

applied in accordance with the school’s legal obligations, in particular those under the Equality Act 

2010. Priority will be given to those children whose mental or physical impairment means they have a 

demonstrable and significant need to attend Evenwood CofE Primary School. Equally this priority will 

apply to children whose parents’/guardians’ physical or mental health or social needs mean that they 

have a demonstrable and significant need to attend this particular school. Such claims will need to be 

supported by written evidence from a suitably qualified medical or other practitioner who can 

demonstrate a special connection between these needs and Evenwood Primary School. 

 

 

Tie breaker 

In assessing home to school/academy distance the measure will be by the shortest walking route.  Routes are 

measured from the centre point of the pupil’s house, or in the case of a flat from the centre point of the 

building, to the nearest school/academy entrance.  A Geographic Information System (GIS) is used to 

identify and measure the shortest walking route.  The GIS identifies routes on the Ordnance Survey 

Integrated Transport Network and Urban Paths Network, which are national recognised datasets.  The 

routes include all man-made paths, i.e. those that are metalled or surfaced. 

In addition to their right of appeal, applicants will be offered the opportunity to be placed on a waiting list. 

This waiting list will be maintained in order of the oversubscription criteria set out below and not in the 

order in which applications are received or added to the list. Waiting lists for admission will operate 

throughout the school year. The waiting list will be held open until the last day of the summer term. Inclusion 

on the school’s waiting list does not mean that a place will eventually become available. 

Other information 

The child’s home address is the address of the parent / carer receiving the child benefit. The addresses of 

childminders or family members sharing in the care of children must not be used. 

A waiting list will be maintained by the school throughout the school year and will be ranked in the same 

order as the over-subscription criteria. 

If you wish your child to attend Evenwood C of E Primary School, you must fill in an application form, even if 

you live in the admission zone for the school.  

Right of Appeal: If you are not successful in obtaining a place for your child at our school, you have 

statutory right of appeal. Further details are available from the school office. 

Admission of children below compulsory school age and deferred entry to school  

The School Admissions Code requires school admission authorities to provide for the admission of all 

children in the September following their fourth birthday. However, a child is not required to start school 

until they have reached compulsory school age following their fifth birthday. For summer born children 

(those born after 1 April) this can sometimes be almost a full school year after the point at which they could 

first be admitted.  

 Some parents may feel that their child is not ready to start school in the September following their fourth 

birthday. Parents are entitled to request in writing that:- 

 their child attends part-time until they reach compulsory school age, or 

 that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred until later in the same academic year or 

until the term in which the child reaches compulsory school age. The school will hold any deferred 

place for the child, although, in the majority of cases, we find that children benefit from starting at 

the beginning of the school year, rather than part way through it. 



                                                        

 that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred until the term after the child reaches 

compulsory school age. 

  

The child must, however, start school full-time in the term after their fifth birthday. 

If parents of summer born children wish to defer entry as outlined above and wish them to be admitted to 

the Reception Year in the term following their fifth birthday, rather than year 1, then parents should apply 

at the usual time for a place in September of the current academic year together with a written request 

that the child is admitted outside of his or her normal age group to the Reception Year in September the 

following year providing supporting reasons for seeking a place outside of the normal age group.  This should 

be discussed with the Head Teacher as soon as possible.  If their request is agreed, and this should be clear 

before the national offer day, their application for the normal age group may be withdrawn before any place 

is offered and the should reapply in the normal way for aa Reception place in the following year.  If their 

request is refused, the parents must decide whether to wait for any offer of a place on the current 

academic year (NB it will still be subject to the over-subscription criteria in this policy) or to withdraw their 

application and apply for a year 1 place the following year.  Parents should be aware that the Year 1 group 

may have no vacancies as it could be full with children transferring from the previous Reception Year group. 

Further information and advice on the admission of summer born children is available from Durham Local 

Authority.  

 


